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About AFSE

» Collaborative approach to sustainability by Alberta Barley,
Alberta Canola, Alberta Pulse Growers and Alberta Wheat

» Working on behalf of our producer membership, we are
committed to assessing and meeting areas of need for
on-farm sustainability extension and education
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Background

» What’s happening

» AFSE is launching a new initiative to increase growers’
readiness and familiarity with on-farm sustainable production
practices and sustainable sourcing standards

» The project will provide a “one-stop-shop” for growers where
they can learn about sustainability in the crops sector and
assess their farm against internationally recognized
certification programs

» Timeframe: May 2017-March 2018
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Background

» Why is this project being done?

» Previous AFSE survey showed a lack of knowledge and familiarity
with sustainability and sustainable sourcing among growers

» There is a need to prepare crop growers to meet these new
requirements and to provide them with tools and resources

» There is also an opportunity for AFSE and partners to consolidate
data at the provincial level about the level of readiness and the
overall performance of the sector
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Background

» The tool will cover 3 sustainability programs:
» International Sustainability and Carbon Certification PLUS (ISCC PLUS
» Sustainable Agriculture Initiative (SAl) Farmer Self-Assessment (FSA)

» Unilever’s Sustainable Agriculture Code (ULSAC)

v Internationally recognized
v Robust
v' Compatible
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Background

» What will the benefits be:

»  Will help the entire industry assess their position toward the
requirements of three internationally recognized sustainability
programs

»  Will provide resources and an action plan to growers in order to address
the gaps between program requirements and their current practices

»  Will streamline the self-assessment process and avoid duplication of
effort

»  Will support the overall cropping sector’s reporting effort

»  Will be useful to engage in discussion with stakeholders (who are
thinking about including sustainability requirements in their sourcing
process)
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About the online tool- Functional

Resource library and action
planning module

Self-assessment questionnaire

Will enable individual growers to

Will support growers into

assess their farm against bridging the potential gap
internationally recognized between their current practice
sustainability programs and the requirements of the

sustainability programs

Informational base on
sustainability

Data consolidation and analytics

To gather and generate valuable

To reinforce growers interests i

statistics for AFSE and its and understanding of

partners regarding on farm sustainable practices as well as
sustainable production practices the main drivers of sustainab
and support program’s sourcing

management and reporting
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What will the end result look like
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Principle 1: Legal Compliance and Good Business Practices

Legal Compliance

mwcﬂ of the following services do you regulariy rely on to ensure the legal compiance of your activities and identlly legisiation changes? (Check all =gy
t apply)
Access 1o legal advisors (e.g. lawyer)
Access to the resources of associations of commodityftrade groups
Access to farm/business advisors
Participation in workshops, trainings or meetings on regulatory lssues.
( Access o govemment resources Including websites
Subscription 10 newsletters or magazines on regulatory issues
(] Oter
1do not use specific services

a Do you keep records of any of the following? bl
Yos No NA

Proof of land ownershipirentalfiease (¢.9. tax receipt, signed rental -
agreement, etc.) ~ -
Agrochemical use (incl. number of applications, date,
conditions, person in charge, areas of appiication, 6q
volume used per hectare and toxicological class of
Employment records (incl, wage statements and
Health and safety documentation
Nutrient management documentation

Self assessment
questionnaire
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Click on each chart to show or hide results per criterla
Legal Compliance and 50%
Good Business Practice
Logal Compliance N
Continous improvement NN

Responsible Labour -
Conditions
Labour Relations NN

% of Compliant Indicators voung werkars [ e

(por yoar of implementation) Discrimination
Hoalth and Satoty |

Remuneration
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Score

Working Environmant
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Immediste  Shortderm  Mid-term

Scorecard
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All practices

Search best pratice by filtering them
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Expected
Actions to undertake Startingdate  completion Comments
date

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activities
WASTE MANAGEMENT AND POLLUTION REDUCTION
Storage of hazardous farm waste

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activities r
Oiposaofpesicieontanes TAKE ACTION
=

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activities
WASTE MANAGEMENT AND POLLUTION REDUCTION
Disposal of hazardous farm waste

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activities
WASTE MANAGEMENT AND POLLUTION REDUCTION
Emergency plan and clean-up equipment

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activities
WASTE MANAGEMENT AND POLLUTION REDUCTION
Dead animal disposal

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activities
WATER MANAGEMENT
Wells and groundwater protection

Environnemental stewardship : on-farm activites
WATER MANAGEMENT
Sllage storage
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SOIL MANAGEMENT S,

Soil is the basis of farming. It delivers water and nutrients to crops, physically supports plants, helps control pests, determines where rainfall goes after it hits the
earth and protects the quality of drinking water, air and wildlife habitats. The goal of soil management is to protect the soil and enhance its performance so you can
farm profitably and preserve the quality of the environment for decades to come.

[
Crop rotation Soil compaction Soil erosion Organic matter Tillage method
Potential benefits:
The greatest benefit to a good crop rotation is increased yields. A well-planned crop rotation will help with
insect and disease control and aid in maintaining and improving soil structure and organic matter levels. Using 9 Profitability
a variety of crops can reduce weed pressures, spread the workload and protect against soil erosion.
@ Biodiversity

The optimal rotation depends on factors including available moisture and nutrients, disease and weed levels,
herbicide use records, equipment availability, commodity prices and ability and desire to accept risk. The @ Soil health
optimal rotation can vary from field to field for the same farm and from year to year for the same field.

Implementing this
REFERENCES @ practice could help reduce
the risk of surface, ground
and drinking water (from
wells) contamination and

ensure water quality.
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