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Stuart Holmen
Paradise Valley, AB
International Sustainability and Carbon Certification (ISCC)
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Adm Sustainability

 Started in the Sustainability Program in 2013

 Certified through the International Sustainability and Carbon Certification 
(ISCC) Process

 Gone through An Audit in 2015



Cecilie Fleming
Granum, AB
Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+)































VBP+ enables beef producers; farm, ranch and 
feedlot, to showcase the sound on-farm 

practices they adhere to and help prevent, 
monitor and reduce risk.

• On Farm Food Safety
• Animal Welfare
• Bio Security
• Environmental
• Human Resources



What? Did you just say audit?

There is nothing 
to be scared 
about when 

being audited!

 We consider our audit an 
educational audit, not a 
judgemental audit.

 If there are any gaps in your 
current production practices and 
what we are auditing again, you 
don’t fail…a corrective action 
request is issued and time is given 
to correct.

 Our auditors are producers as well, 
specially trained and selected to 
understand all producers and all 
production practices

 We are here to help prove what you 
do right.



VBP+ Goals
 When all is said and done, the VBP+ 

program will be:
 Easy and affordable for producers to 

adopt
 A national program which delivers an 

auditable program which matches the 
indicators promoted by the Canadian 
Roundtable for Sustainable Beef.

 Available for both 
Cow-Calf and Feedlot 



The new tool for 
Canadian beef 

producers





William Van Tassell
Lac-Saint-Jean, QC
Quebec Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)
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Plan

•My farm

•Characteristics of my region

•Environmental farm plan (EFP)

•Agri-environmental fertilization plan (PAEF)

•PAEF-EFP Relationship

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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My farm

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN

• Location : Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean
• 1 000 Acres
• Crops: wheat, soybean, canola, flax, malt barley
• Fertilization: mineral and organic (manure)
• Operated by myself with the help of my son and my

wife
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Agronomy
ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN

•Long term rotation 
(4 years)

•CHU: area under 2 300
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Characteristics of this area/ challenge 

•Short season crops
o Less than 2 300 CHU
o Less varieties and cultivars than the south of the province (yield)
o Additional costs due to shipment of grains to different processors

•Cereals and canola are the common crops, but…
o New changes: soybeans and corn are more common.

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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Opportunities

•Local microclimate

•Opportunity for niche production : hemp…, organic
grain production…, etc. 

•Contamination of crops by pests developed in other
corn and soybean growing areas, e.g. soybean cyst
nematodes or phragmites (common reed)

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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Environmental Farm Plan 

• Agri-environmental support plan 
(PAA)

o Analyzes agricultural operations so that action plans can be developed to 
undertake agri-environmental measures  for the farm

o Agrologists make the assessment of the farm’s agricultural and 
environmental practices and discuss with farmers a plan to enhance good 
practices and make changes to increase the farm’s environmental 
performance

o The PAA sets a time-line to achieve changes and improvement 
o To obtain funding from MAPAQ’s program Prime-Vert, the plan must be 

approved by an agrologist recognized by the agrologists association of 
Quebec (OAQ)

o PAA elements are listed in the chart filled out by the agrologist and approved 
by the grower

o Required information are listed in the file: PAA

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN

http://www.agriconseils.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/PAA_RegulierAnglais_2016-05-10_13h22m03s.doc
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Some sections of the EFP

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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Agri-environmental fertilization plan (PAEF)

• Nutrient farm plan

• A nutrient farm plan is compulsory for cash crop farms of 
more than 15 hectares

• The Environment Quality Act: 
o For each parcel in an agricultural operation and each annual 

growing season (maximum of 5 years), the crop grown and 
the spreading limits for fertilizers 

• Agricultural Operations Regulation (REA) : chapter 23 & 24
o The PAEF must contain all the information required for its 

implementation such as fertilizer rates and the spreading 
periods and methods

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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Connection between PAEF and EFP

• PAEF is compulsory (REA)

• Information used in the PAEF is used in the EFP
o Annual phosphorus report
o Fertilizer (mineral)
o Manure management 
o Tillage
o Yield, etc.

• Soil health and water conservation
o Action in EFP may be derived & monitored based on data in the PAEF

• Funding for agrologists is associated to EFP/regulation to PAEF 

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN
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PGQ efforts 

• Life cycle assessment

• Papers and pamphlets for good practices 

• Communications through web and magazines

• Action to improve quality: Development of a concept: 
« Attitude-Qualité » with seed trade association 
o Forums: how to reduce toxins and produce grains of better quality 

through the different ag. practices
o The expectations of traders and processors

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM PLAN



Questions?
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